The Buzz about Ernie

“Ernie Hawkins is a true living apostle of the True Living Blues.  He delivers a huge measure of Soul in every note, and that’s what the Blues are about!”  Maria Muldaur

Hawkins just keeps on getting better.  He’s a player and a craftsman.  This is an artist, folks.  Michelle Wolford  The Dominion Post  MorgantownWV
I can tell from Rags & Bones that you are sounding better than ever.  Your version of Massanga moves me to tears.  Chris Rietz Elderly Instruments

“Man, I love Ernie Hawkins, a genius of the acoustic guitar.  There are very few individuals who play this stuff and make it real.  Fingerstylist Hawkins is one of the great joys of guitar.  He is plain and simple, a master.  John Heidt Vintage Guitar

Hawkins is now an undeniable master in the Piedmont tradition and stands with Brownie McGee and John Jackson.  He’s so proficient that the only proponents of that style who are more technically adventurous are Blind Blake and Rev. Davis BluesAccess
Western PA’s master of acoustic blues guitar returns with another spectacular offering of Blues, Gospel and Dance Tunes.  Hawkins has been building his reputation as one of the (perhaps the) finest purveyors of solo acoustic blues guitar playing in the world.  No one can touch Ernie when it comes to playing Rev. Gary Davis. Dave Little Maine Blues 

…a ray of sunshine, a perfect cure for the winter doldrums.  It’s unpretentious, overwhelmingly sweet and good-hearted…positively glowing with good feeling.  Hawkins may belittle his own abilities, but it truth, they’re considerable.  Bluesified is a fine tribute to his years of dedication.  Blues Revue

Hawkins remains one of the most respected of American fingerpickers. 

www.bluesfreepress.org.uk
Hawkins, a Pittsburgh native, has emerged in recent years as the foremost master of Davis’ guitar style.  Acoustic Guitar
This is the best album I have EVER heard.  Not since a few cuts on Ry Cooder’s jazz album have I been so in love with listening.  This is great, great, great music!!!!  Oh my goodness. Words fail me. Astonishing!
Peter Berryman

“Ernie not only has surpassing guitar technique but also a genuine blues spirit.  He is a real acoustic blues singer.”  Tokio Uchida TAB Guitar School Japan

He is without a doubt one of the finest practitioners of the Piedmont style of playing.  It transcends categories, though. Ernie can certainly play Rev. Davis' compositions as he learned from the reverend himself, but it goes way beyond that. He is able to do this without sacrificing his personal style that he has developed in his years as an artist. He is able to channel the reverend without submerging Ernie Hawkins." Jorma Kaukonen

... one of the most revered players of acoustic style blues.  Hawkins’ expanded musical palette provides a breath of fresh air for his already established fan base.  Living Blues
“Ernie Hawkins is simply one of the finest traditional Piedmont/East Coast blues guitarists alive.  In Hawkins’ hometown of Pittsburgh, he is widely regarded as a civic treasure, the crown jewel of the Iron City blues scene.  Coupled with his understated brilliance on an acoustic six-string, Hawkins transforms everything he sings into singularly plaintive expressions of joy, hope, sadness, desperation, and friendship.   David Pulizzi City Paper Pittsburgh

Rev. Gary Davis always took great delight when his students became accomplished performers themselves and this guy here is one of them. …much of the great man’s teaching has rubbed off.  Hawkins is one of the few Davis interpreters that can capture his richly inventive bass runs. Robert Tilling Gary Davis biographer U.K.

“I gotta tell ya, we’re just crazy about Ernie’s stuff.” Pat Kreeft Atlanta Blues Society

Hawkins’ mastery of the instrument becomes breathtakingly evident after repeated listening.  Hawkins is gaining a national reputation as one of the world’s finest purveyors of this almost-lost American art form.  He is a passionate man with a gentle spirit and lots of soul.”  Phil Harris Pittsburgh Magazine

“If you like your blues, ragtime, and gospel music fingerpickin’ good, Ernie Hawkins’ latest album is the one to roll with.  Don’t think this boy can’t sing.  His deep tones are so laid-back, back-porch growly, you’d swear you were in the Texas hills.  Hawkins is fast becoming a classic all his own.  Dirty Linen

“This is a really tastefully done album (Bluesified), with a lot of honest feel, some very pretty picking, and vocals that really tell the story.  In this era of bombastic blues, this is very low key, and very refreshing. Bruce Iglauer Alligator Records

“There are people who can do nothing wrong.  Ernie Hawkins seems to be one of them.  Hawkins vocals stick in the ear, leaving remembrance of the Mississippi Delta. Hawkins doesn’t copy; he delivers a unique style in a very successful way.  Concerto Vienna 

“Hawkins is one of the most accomplished and impressive acoustic guitarists of our time.  Ernie proves why he belongs in the ranks of the greats.”  Mark Gallo mnblues.com  

“Frankly, I’d rather spin Ernie Hawkins’ new disc than anything ‘new’ by the Rolling Stones.  It’s clear to anyone with ears which cat can play the blues.  Jim Vancouver BC

Ernie Hawkins has been on the cusp of a major breakthrough for a number of years. “Whinin’ Boy” should be the record that provides the final push. www.leicesterbangs.co.uk
Ernie’s music represents the very best in finger picking guitar playing.  Blues Matters

Hawkins is an honest great musician, who plays twenties and thirties styles with a gentle love, a restrained passion, and  a mastery knowledge of fingerpicking technique few artists today have, so I can say he is a true master in this art.  La Hora del Blues 
Music with the comfortable feeling of a favorite pair of old shoes, expertly recorded and awash with virtuosity.  SingOUT!

El blues puro, Magico y tradicional de Ernie Hawkins triunfo.  Diario de Avila Spain

