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May 15, 2007
Contact: Amy McWilliams, 703-892-2776

THE TWELFTH ANNUAL COLUMBIA PIKE BLUES FESTIVAL, JUNE 17, 2007
Smokin’ Joe Kubek, Memphis Gold & Ernie Hawkins Headline Free Event
On Sunday, June 17, the Columbia Pike Blues Festival returns for year number twelve. The free outdoor music festival takes place from 12 noon to 6 pm, rain or shine. Two blocks of Walter Reed Drive, north of Columbia Pike, will be closed off for the fest. The annual festival is sponsored by the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) with the support of Arlington County Commuter Services’ PikeRide.

Over the years, the Columbia Pike Blues Festival has brought a wide array of traditional and contemporary blues talent to local fans. This year, the tradition continues as Columbia Pike welcomes SMOKIN’ JOE KUBEK AND BNOIS KING as headliners.  Columbia Pike’s homegrown band, the CURBFEELERS, kick things off on the main stage at 1 pm, followed by KARL STOLL & THE DANGER ZONE at 2 o’clock. Guitar great ERNIE HAWKINS goes on at 3p.m., followed by the MEMPHIS GOLD BAND. A guitar workshop with Ernie Hawkins, one of handful of living players to have learned the blues from Rev. Gary Davis, takes place at noon.
Related events will be happening nearby. The Columbia Pike Farmers Market will be going on across the street in Pike Park from 9 am til 1 pm.  On the evening of June 17, the Cinema & Drafthouse (2903 Columbia Pike) will feature RORY BLOCK and the STRAIGHTWAY MINISTRIES CHOIR (www.arlingtondrafthouse.com; 703-486-2345) (ticketed event).
The Blues Festival features tasty food from local restaurants and vendors – including the to-die-for “Big Daddy’s Barbecue” and the popular Rincome Thai. There will also be plenty of crafts, civic information, and activities for kids. 

Volunteers are needed before the festival and on June 17. To help out, call (703) 892-2776.  

FESTIVAL FACTS


Admission:
FREE

Date:
Sunday, June 17, 2007; 12 noon to 6:00 pm.


Location:
South Walter Reed Drive (900 block) at Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204.


For more info:
Call (703) 892-2776 or e-mail cpro1@verizon.net

Directions:
From DC: Take Route 50 west to Fillmore Street; left on Fillmore (becomes Walter Reed Drive), and go 7 blocks. Park in library parking lot, on right. 
Via 395: Take 395 to Glebe Road exit. Go north on Glebe Road, turn right onto Columbia Pike, then left on Highland Street. Park in Career Center parking lot.
Via Route 66: Take 66 west to Fairfax Drive/Glebe Road exit. Go south on Glebe Road, crossing Route 50. Turn left on Columbia Pike, left on Highland, park at Career Center. 
Via Public Transit: Take Metro to the Pentagon and catch the 16B or 16J Metrobus; or get off at Pentagon City and take the 16G Metrobus to Walter Reed Drive (a 10-minute ride). For schedule, see www.commuterpage.com/PikeRide. 

Festival benefactors include The Washington Forrest Foundation, PikeRide, and Silverwood & Associates. This project is partially supported by a grant from Pennsylvania Performing Arts on Tour, a program developed and funded by the Heinz Endowments; the William Penn Foundation; the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency; and The Pew Charitable Trusts; and administered by Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation.
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The Twelfth Annual Columbia Pike Blues Festival: FEATURED ARTISTS
SMOKIN’ JOE KUBEK & BNOIS KING ( www.smokinjoekubek.com ) 5 pm 

“Smokin’” Joe Kubek is one of the hottest electric guitar players on the blues scene. Kubek has the technique and the chops to burn up any stage and has been doing so for the past 30 years. The Texas guitar slinger frequented the Dallas bar scene in the 1970s and 80s and played with Stevie Ray Vaughan and the “three Kings,” B. B., Albert and Freddie. Kubek hit his stride when he teamed up with jazz guitarist and singer Bnois King of Monroe, Louisiana, in 1989. King's softer, jazz-based guitar and vocals complement Kubek's headier rock-inspired guitar work. Kubek's impeccable guitar solos follow King's sublime vocals perfectly. In 2006, they released their third album for the Blind Pig Record label, “My Heart’s in Texas.”
MEMPHIS GOLD (www.memphisgoldprod.net) 4 pm
Chester Chandler, aka Memphis Gold, was born in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1955, the thirteenth of fourteen children. By the age of 8, he was a regular on Beale Street. At age 12, he was mentored by the Rev. Robert Wilkins. A seasoned performer, Memphis Gold describes his authentic sound as “sanctified Beale Street urban gutbucket blues.” The Washington Post has praised his true-blue sound: “Memphis Gold invariably evokes the vintage sounds of southern soul and blues and further reveals his golden knack for resuscitating southern musical traditions without ever hitting an emotional false note, either as a singer or a guitarist.” His 2004 CD, “Prodigal Son” is available at www.cdbaby.com/cd/memphisgold
ERNIE HAWKINS (erniehawkins.com) 12 noon (workshop) and 3 pm (main stage)
Ernie Hawkins will appear on the main stage and offer a noontime workshop to guitar players. Born in Pittsburgh in 1947, Hawkins set out for New York City directly out of high school to learn blues guitar from the Rev. Gary Davis. In the early 80's he recorded his first solo album of ragtime guitar, "Ragtime Signatures." His second CD "Blues Advice" was dedicated to Davis’s memory on the centennial of his birth. His third CD "Bluesified" was followed by "Mean Little Poodle," which was Acoustic Guitar magazine’s Editor’s Choice. His newest CD, "Rags & Bones," is earning raves. He has been featured in SingOUT!, Fingerstyle Guitar, Dirty Linen, Acoustic Guitar, and Vintage Guitar magazines. Says Jorma Kaukonen: "Ernie Hawkins is an important link in the unbroken chain of blues and gospel artists.”
KARL STOLL & THE DANGER ZONE (www.karlstoll.com) 2 pm
Karl Stoll & The Danger Zone is an electrifying four-piece houserockin' blues band featuring blazing guitar and wailing harmonica driven by a steady rhythm section.  The music is a fun, danceable mix of rock & roll, blues, and rockabilly that heats up the room. The song list is influenced by the contemporary blues sounds of Stevie Ray Vaughan, George Thorogood, The Nighthawks, and The Fabulous Thunderbirds as well as the early rock & roll of The Beatles, Elvis and Jerry Lee. You won’t hear typical rock covers.  But, you will rock … dangerously!

THE CURBFEELERS (www.thecurbfeelers.com) 1 pm 
With their 2006 CD, “Curb Appeal,” the Curbfeelers perfected their Chicago blues and soul sound. This Arlington band has played in area clubs since 1997. Laying down the groove is the strong rhythm section of Sally Swan (bass & vocals) and Jeff Miles, (drums). Working that groove and filling out the band is none other than "Saxman" Andersen (tenor sax), Amy McCabe (trumpet), Peter Runk (keyboards & vocals), Charles Dharapak (tenor, baritone sax), David Harris (blues harp & vocals) and Pete Connell (guitar & vocals).
RORY BLOCK AVAILABLE With The Straitway Sanctuary Choir (www.roryblock.com)

For tickets, visit the Arlington Cinema and Drafthouse (www.arlingtondrafthouse.com)

“Down at the Crossroads Blues Meets Gospel.” This special event features members of the Robert Johnson family, the music of Robert Johnson as performed by renowned blues artist Rory Block, and the anointed, soul stirring Gospel of the Straitway Ministries Choir of Utica, Mississippi. A tribute concert celebrating two spirit filled traditional music forms born in America: African American Blues and Gospel, demonstrating the intimate connection between the two, healing the gap, and removing the stigma whereby blues has sometimes been labeled “the music of the devil.”
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